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Cast of Characters

Amber: 20s

Delilah: 20s

Luke: 30s
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THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS

1.

A sterile government office. LUKE is in a

nondescript suit behind his desk. AMBER sits

across from him. LUKE frequently refers to a

tablet computer containing AMBER’s records.

LUKE

So I understand you’ve applied for a Partnership

License. And you don’t have anyone in mind?

AMBER

No.

LUKE

Great. We’ve just revamped the matchmaking software.

Lots of good feedback. It says here you’ve been tested?

AMBER

Yes.

LUKE

And the results/ are

AMBER

Fertile. Is that okay?

LUKE

Sure, yes, of course. Just unusual for girls your age.

(pause)

And you haven’t considered/ sterilization

AMBER

I don’t like surgery.

LUKE

It’s very quick. Takes less than an hour now.

AMBER is visibly uncomfortable.

AMBER

I don’t like needles. Injections. I don’t want anything

in our out of my body like that.

LUKE

I understand. I’m the same way. Well, that’s what the

SteriPatches are for. I’ll just run the program and see

what we can find you.

Lights up on DELILAH.



2.

2.

DELILAH and AMBER sit near each other, not making

eye contact.

AMBER

I don’t like women.

DELILAH

That must make life hard for you.

AMBER

You know what I mean. I’m not gay.

DELILAH

AMBER

I’ve had partners before. Boyfriends. Before the

Reproductive Conscience Law/ but

DELILAH

You’ve been tested. Fertility and sexuality. They can

tell. It’s in your blood, your/ cells

AMBER

Don’t let’s start on bodies.

DELILAH

They don’t make mistakes.

AMBER

Everybody makes mistakes.

DELILAH

Not computers.

AMBER

Well, somebody had to look at the computer’s results

and match them to my name and that’s when mistakes

happen.

DELILAH

We’re together for the next three months, anyway. Let’s

make the best of it.

AMBER

I’m a good housemate. I’m clean and I’m quiet.

DELILAH

I can cook and fix things. Shall we try a kiss?
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AMBER

No. Yes.

DELILAH

Okay.

AMBER

Okay.

They kiss.

3.

LUKE and AMBER in LUKE’s office.

LUKE

We don’t make mistakes.

AMBER

Maybe the computer -

LUKE

It defaults to same-sex if there’s any genetic

inclination. We’re on track to meet global population

caps for the first time in ten years and it’s thanks to

programs like these. We don’t make mistakes.

AMBER

I didn’t want to be set up with a woman.

LUKE

I’m afraid it’s not up to you.

AMBER

Not up t- it’s my life. My home life. My sex/ life

LUKE

No one’s asking you to have sex unless you want/ to

AMBER

Come on. Everyone knows why your department exists.

LUKE

For your happiness.

AMBER

Are you taking the piss?

LUKE

I don’t take the piss. Not on the job.
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AMBER

AMBER

I want to be reassigned.

LUKE

We’ve got an excellent gay rights record. Hate crimes

at an all-time low. Even the President’s in/ a

AMBER

But I’m not gay.

LUKE

I’m not saying you are. But you were tested. And it is

a fact that you are attracted to women.

AMBER

How could I not notice?

LUKE

I don’t know the answer to that.

AMBER shuffles in her seat.

LUKE

Look, it’s actually my lunch break, so...

4.

AMBER and DELILAH.

AMBER

What do you do?

DELILAH

I’m a Relief Assistant.

AMBER

I heard that pays well.

DELILAH

What do you do?

AMBER

I’m an Internet Image Consultant. It’s an oversaturated

market. But I’m good at what I do.

DELILAH

Do you enjoy it?
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AMBER

No.

DELILAH

Me neither.

AMBER

Oh, I’ve got loads of friends thinking of going into

Relief Assistance. Not all it’s cracked up to be?

DELILAH

It’s just pretty disgusting, to be honest. A lot of old

men. Lonely. They want to kill you.

AMBER

But in the adverts -

DELILAH

In the adverts...

AMBER

I heard they don’t touch you as often as you’d expect.

I wonder why.

DELILAH

Sometimes when I watch them watch me take my clothes

off I think about slicing open their balls and removing

the testicles so I can tease two fingers into each

hole, inside the inguinal canal, so they can feel a

tenth of what I feel when they’re in me.

AMBER

DELILAH

But still. The pay’s alright.

5.

AMBER and DELILAH roll a ball between them.

AMBER

My mum called the other day so I had to tell her about

you.

DELILAH

Some mums aren’t too happy about their daughters

partnering with Relief Assistants.

AMBER

Well she’s old but she’s quite modern as it happens.
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DELILAH

That’s what you want in a mother.

AMBER

She’s just happy I’m with someone, I guess. I’m glad

she didn’t make things difficult. I’ve had a terrible

day as it is. My period came in the middle of a meeting

and I had a mad dash to the toilets.

DELILAH

DELILAH

I thought you were on the/ SteriPatch

AMBER

Well I figured. There’s no point, is there.

DELILAH

It’s dangerous.

AMBER

I’m not having sex with anyone. I’m with you. I mean, I

know you’ve had the hysto. But if you weren’t an RA

would/ you

DELILAH

Yes. It’s one less worry.

AMBER

I guess if you partnered with a man -

DELILAH

I only like girls.

AMBER

Oh. Wow. I mean I’d heard but I’ve never -

DELILAH

I’ve never met a girl who only likes boys.

AMBER

Huh? Oh. Sure. Yeah. That’s different though.

DELILAH

It’s an animal thing, isn’t it. Reproducing.

AMBER

It’s all animal stuff. Sex, bodies. Ugh.

DELILAH

I like bodies. I like being. My mate Sophie made the

jump last week. Took two months to upload her brain but

now she’s always online.
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AMBER

I don’t think I’d like to make the jump.

DELILAH

It’s mandatory in West Russia now, I heard. In old age.

AMBER

I don’t think I’d like that.

DELILAH

No bodies.

AMBER

Still.

DELILAH

No reproduction. No periods.

AMBER

Still.

6.

AMBER and DELILAH eat spaghetti, facing each

other. DELILAH’s plate is much fuller.

AMBER

Not good?

DELILAH

I’m just not very hungry.

AMBER

I used that cooking app you sent me. It makes

everything way easier.

DELILAH

It’s better when you’ve got the optic implant. Tells

you all the quantities and weights.

AMBER

Oh -

DELILAH

Yeah, surgery.

AMBER

Yeah.

They eat in silence.
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AMBER

What’s wrong?

DELILAH

AMBER

You can tell me.

DELILAH

DELILAH

It’s just. A patient choked me today. My throat hurts.

AMBER

Choked you?

DELILAH

It was meant to be a standard session but he got

carried away. I’ve got aches all over.

AMBER

Can they do that? Choke you?

DELILAH

Only if they pay for the Kink package, and you only get

that in the private sector. This guy’s NHS, though, so

he’s not supposed to.

AMBER

Did you report him?

DELILAH

They freeze your access for six months. He needs the

outlet.

AMBER

But -

DELILAH

I don’t want him doing anything stupid. He says he

loves me.

AMBER

Oh.

DELILAH

Yeah. He’s an idiot.

DELILAH wriggles her shoulders uncomfortably.
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DELILAH

I had another eleven after him. I’m knackered.

AMBER

Do you want a massage? I’m good at them. I took a class

and everything.

DELILAH

Yeah, you said. To try and cope with... bodies.

AMBER

Right.

AMBER clears away the plates and moves behind

DELILAH. She starts to massage her back. DELILAH

quickly relaxes.

AMBER

You’re all knotty. Knotty girl.

They laugh. DELILAH leans back into AMBER.

DELILAH

Is that okay?

AMBER makes an affirmative noise. After a moment,

she hugs DELILAH.

AMBER

I hate the guy who did that to you.

DELILAH

You get used to it. I’m just being a baby.

AMBER

You shouldn’t have to get used to it.

DELILAH doesn’t reply. AMBER gives her a quick

kiss on the shoulder, then the neck. DELILAH turns

to her.

AMBER

Is... is that okay?

DELILAH kisses her. AMBER kisses back. They lay on

the ground, DELILAH over AMBER.

AMBER

Will you be alright?

DELILAH

I want this.
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AMBER

Me too.

7.

LUKE and AMBER in LUKE’s office.

LUKE

This usually never happens. I shouldn’t have dismissed

your initial complaint and I apologise. You’re welcome

to take it higher, but I’m already in hot water for not

noticing the glitch so I’d appreciate it if you didn’t,

to be honest.

AMBER

It’s not a mistake. I’m happy.

LUKE

It’s quite embarrassing, really. We’d prefer if you

didn’t discuss it.

AMBER

I’m happy with her.

LUKE

You’re not same-sex attracted. We triple-checked every

entry because of/ the glitch

AMBER

But -

LUKE

We’ve disconnected you from Delilah. It’s done.

AMBER

Then I want to apply to stay with her as cohabitants

instead of partners.

LUKE

Amber, this whole mess could turn into a serious

embarrassment, okay? We’re doing our best to keep it

under wraps. That means wiping the slate clean? That

means disconnecting our matches and finding new ones?

Lights up on JOSH.

8.

JOSH and AMBER sit beside each other, not making

eye contact.
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JOSH

So...

AMBER

So.

JOSH

What do you do?

AMBER

I’m a Relief Assistant.

JOSH

Oh -

AMBER

I’m joking. I’m an Internet Image Consultant.

JOSH

Oh, me too! What firm?

AMBER

Amazon. Camden branch.

JOSH

We’re work-neighbours, then. I’m Islington.

AMBER

Wow.

JOSH

Yeah, crazy.

AMBER

Are you heterosexual?

JOSH

JOSH

Er... bisexual, female preference. Like most guys, I

suppose.

AMBER

Okay.

JOSH

Is that alright?

AMBER

Yeah, ’course, it’s fine. Great.

Pause.
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AMBER puts JOSH’s hand on her thigh.

JOSH

Um...

AMBER

I’m on my period.

JOSH

JOSH

Is that legal?

AMBER

Have you ever seen it? The blood. I can show you.

JOSH

I’m - I’m a bit squeamish about - body stuff, you know?

AMBER

It’s okay. Me too.

She kisses him. He embraces her. She doesn’t close

her eyes.

End.


